into battle
that we have not got great and powerful air forces in this country,
and nothing that I can say shall detract from that; but if an
opportunity were given in secret Session I should, I think, be able
to bring forward a very large number of matters of detail, and
important detail, which would show that there are defects in the
organisation quite apart from the defects in material. But I do
not intend to go into these matters about the Air Force in public,
for reasons of which we have been reminded by the Minister for
the Co-ordination of Defence and which readily occur to everyone
here. I should very much like to see some of these matters dis-
cussed in a secret Session. I should ask to have discussions upon
these matters not necessarily of an extremely secret character but
without the opportunity of being overheard or having the reports
read afterwards in various quarters.
I have spoken about the air, and I say that we have come to
" adequacy " instead of " parity " because the system of production
is ineffective. How stands the question of Anti-aircraft Defence f
It is now two and a half years since I mentioned to the House that
Germany had formed 30 regiments of mobile anti-aircraft artillery
of 12 batteries each, aggregating 1,200 or 1,300 guns, and that
they had several thousand other stationary guns for the same
purpose, already manned, and I have no doubt to-day that there
are modern anti-aircraft guns, that is, guns manufactured in the
last four years in Germany, totalling not less than 7,000, What is
our position ? We are vulnerable, in some ways more vulnerable
to air attack than any other countiy—once we can be reached.
What is our position m anti-aircraft artillery f Here, again, I
am not going unduly into detail, but the Secretary of State for
War dilated, in his customary style, months ago upon the rapid
production of the modern 3,7 gun, which, as everyone knows, is
incomparably superior to the modernised 3-inch weapon of 20 years
before. The right hon. Gentleman even went so far at one moment
as to deprecate the danger of anything in the nature of a saturation
of guns. But how many were available at the moment of trial f
After al], it does not take three years to bring guns into being.
With vigour guns can be created and deliveries begun in eighteen
to twenty months. I say that the Germans, no doubt with careful
previous preparations, have been making guns on an enormous
scale, 6,000 or 7,000 guns every year, for four and a half years past,
How many were there available at the moment of trial here—
how many which had all their appliances, without which they are
useless ? I am not going to answer those questions, but has the
House of Commons no responsibility to satisfy itself, by methods
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